Haynes Robinson

ELEM ENTS nF PI I-E FOR HAYNES ROBINSON, DESIGNING RUGS TAKES MORE THAN JUST FANGY FOOTWORK.

BY SARAH GLEIR

Working in home design was a natural fit for Haynes Robinson, a rug
designer and owner of Rugs by Robinson at the Atlanta Decorative Arts
Center. His mother, Betty Robinson, has been an interior designer in
Atlanta for 38 years. “l grew up reading and studying interior design; it's
the way | was raised,” he says. “I've been carrying shopping bags at ADAC
since | was 5 years old.” After working for 79th Street Rug Shop in his
teens and studying psychology at the University of Georgia, Robinson
eventually opened his showroom in 1985. Now he imports traditional
and contemporary rugs from all over the world, and designs his own line,
Sahar by Haynes Robinson. Favoring clean lines and unique forms, he
says his biggest creative influences are designers David Hicks and Billy
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Baldwin, and contemporary artist Mark Rothko. But what fascinates him
most about rug design is the creative process, specifically the ancient
culture of weaving, and what he calls “a fusion of contemporary design
and tribal culture.” "Right now I'm using tribal weavers in Iran, but | don't
give them a design graph, only a rough layout,” he says. “l let them
interpret the design on their own." The end result, he says, is a totally
unique piece of art. When asked how those designs fit into Atlanta,
Robinson is quick to point out the design shift he's witnessed in his
lifetime. "We've gone from more English-style interiors to more miminal
and contemporary design," he says. “But when [ design something
contemporary, it still has to hold up over time."
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